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To the honorable Company 
of the Adventurers for the Sommer 
( alias Bermndss ) Iſſnds. 


' M) Lords and Getlemen, 

Aving received this fol- 
d\ lowing Colle&ion ſome 
| yeares fince, by the ap- 
intment of Mr, W. 


out further direQions 
= = then whatmight be gathe- 
red from the Poſtſcript and purpole of the 


wholeRelation; I remember the Authour 


Mr, Arthur Woodnoth to have been a worthy 
mcmber,and ſometimes Deputy ofthis Com 
pany,andan ancient Adventurer and dili- 
gent proſecutor of the beſt ends for the ad- 
vancement of the Virginia Plantation. I 
conceive his purpoſe might be to take a fit- 

A 2 ting 


Woodnoth deceaſed, withs 


Pw 


; The Epiſtle Dedicatoyy. 

ting time for reviving the originall righes 
of this Plantation, and thereby to encourage 
this Company 1n their belt endeavours, by 
ſetting forth the honour and conſtant good- 
neſſe of Sir Fobn Danvers likely to give the 

reatelt aſſiltance therein And conſidering 
the reſpeRand gratefulnetſe of moſt. of the 
members and beſt intereſfſed perſons of this 
Company, in chooſing that worthy perſon 
Sir Fobn Danvers your Governour , and fin- 
ding his conſtant endeavours to anſwer the 
greateſt of your expeQatious, in preſerving 
your juſt rightsand priviledges; Ijudge it 
now a fit time to publiſh the lame; and ſhall 
forbear co ſay more of his worth, o fully 
charaGtered throughout this Diſcourſe, 
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An Account and Obſervation taken 


by A, WW. a true friend and Servant to 
Sir Toh Danvers,and tie Parliamcnt-intcreſt, 


Containing a great part of his more Pub'ick 


Tranſactions, concerning the Plantation of 
4 VIRGINIA, &©c. 


a Frer ſome years ſpent at ſeverall times in 
Y travell beyord the ſees, he was ſhortly 
after his return into England , ſwornc 
Servant to P. Henry,ot his Privy-chani- 
UW. bc in ordinary, remaining under the 
ISO! &L countenanc? of his fayour till hee dic. 
9 ALD EF Bur the light of the Court ſecming to 
27, Ge him mnch obſcured after the ſetting of 
that bright ſtar, and ſome reliſh taken 
of the uncertainty of Court-favour towards any that ſhould 
thew themielves cordiall for Publick good ( which was al- 
waics his aim ) in Parliament, or other-where; hee was un- 
willing to fixehimſelt in any particular dependence upon 
the Court: all that he ſought was ſome juſt recommendation 
from this King, who upon that occaſion told him, that hee 
would value him with the beſt of his Servants of his conditi-- 


on,for the Jove he knew his brother bore to, him; — 
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(3) 
Sir F. Danvers anſwered, if was ſo great a favour , as that he 
would ask no better then to be continued in his eſteem, which 
he would value as much as ifhee had preferred him to ſome 
great office or place in his ſervice. 

And further conſidering the proceedings of K. and Court, 
wherethe ordinary tranſaftions by men of all conditions 
were moſtly direfted towards the advancement of abſolute 
powerand tyranny, he was lefſe frequent in Court, and re- 
need his former care and diligence, ſpending nuackh tice in 
advancing the honorable defigns for the Plantarion of Prrg1nia. 

The Continent of Virginia diſcovered in the time of Q_E!- 
zdbeth ( who gave it that name) was in the beginning of 
K. James his retgn much advanced in repntation , and the 
advantages promiſed thereby ſeemed then worthy the beſt 
cenſideration how to make it a Plantation for the Engliſh : 
Whereupon many worthy Patriots, Lords, Knights, Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants, and others held conſultation, which 
produced a large ſubſcription of Adyenturers of all qualities 
in ſeverall proportions, to the value of 200000. 1. or there- 
abouts. By which timea Pateut was procured with great 
priviledges and immunities for the Adventurers, aseſtabliſh- 
ingand impowering a Councecll of State,as well as a generall 
Conpmany , whereby the whole affairs of that Plantation 
!hould in perpetuity bee governed;when a great and forward 
confidence was caſt upon Sir Thomas Smith, Governour of the 
Eafi-India, and divers other Companies in London ; who be- 
cauſe he was impriſoned in the Tower, after theEarl of Eſſex 
h:d reſted at his houſe ( being Sheriffe at that time his Lord- 
thip went to appeal to the Citizens of London, the day of his 
Jaſt reſtraint ) was thought a better Patriot then afterwards 
approved. But he fo far prevailed , or ſome others in his 
behalfe, that he was conftitured the firſt Governounr of that 
Company,but under the title of Treaſarer, whereby hee had 
the chit power and purſe of the Company. 

And abour this time one Sir Thomas Gatos, reputed 2 wor- 
thy,diſcrect, and experienced Soldier, was ſent as Governour 
into V:rgmia, which drew on a great increaſe ot people vov- 
aging tuiier,and planting there, why were to have thipping 

and 
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and provifions ſent them by the ſaid Treaſurer and Compa- 
ny; which accordingly was ordered, and in ſome reaſonable 
manner in appearance performed tor the ſpace of three years, 
or thereabouts, the time limited for the Government of the 
faid Sir Thomas Gates. = 

But in ſhort time the reputation of this undertaking grew 
ſo high, and the government of Virginia was thought ſo con- 
fiderable, as it muſt bee confirmed upon ſome Peere of the 
Realm, and the L. Je k Warr was nominated thereunto, and 
went Governour by Patent from the Company for three 
years. Bur through the failing of induſtry upon the place , 
and of ſupplies of ſweet viftualls, and other accommodati- 
ons by G—_—_ from Englend, and the ſicklinefſe the Lord 
Governour had contrafed there , hee came home before hj 
time was expired. When Sir Thomas Smith uſed means by bY 
Courtſhip rather to blame the unhealthfulneſſe of thar 
Countrey, then to have any fault impoſed upon the under- 
takers, tor want of ſending ſupplies in due time to Virgi- 
Tia 


Nevertheleſſe, Henry Earl of Southampton , whoſe goodneſle 
equalled his honour, having long underſtoodas well by the 
general] notions hee had of the place, as by perſons particu- 
larly intployed in ſuch diſcovery, that it was no lefle health- 
full then truicfull, it rightly ordered by fome induſtrious 
perſon,his Lordihipprocured Sir Thomas Dale a worthy 2nd 
cxperienced Sonldier in the Low-countreys to be ſent thither 
as Governour, by whofe judicious obſervation and induftry 
they might be aſ{wred of the whole ſtare and epndition of the 
Countrey and People on that Plantatton. And hee by the 
ability of bis body as well as mind,through mnch indurence, 
by want in the miſcarriage of ſnpplies, bronght home, as . 
great inſtance of his labours and va)Jue of the Countrey, ar 
traſt tixteen ſeverall ſorts of ftaple commodities , to be raiſed 
and propagarcd in this Plantation. 

And now the beftatkfed of rhis Nation having found the 
pulſe of the Conrt beaging wholly in obfervance of the Spa- 
1iſþ Counſells and ends, by interrupting at home , and bar- 
ing our Lrade wo the IF, Tucker, laid hokt on this —_— 


(4) | 
of Virginia, as a providence caſt before ther of donhle advari- 
tage, by-nieans whereotthoſealſd that would-avor' Colirt 
dependence; might moft honourably imploy themfclves in 
attending- the meetings of rhat Company 'and Conncel! ; 
whilftin thort time ſome other new diſcoveries were made 
by. the adventures and charge of the ſaid Company, as that of 
the Bermudas, vihich by reaſon of its natural] firength , and 
convenient {cituacion gave additionall encouragement , ant 
ſcemed to promiſe ſecurity for warlike ſhipping and naviga- 
tion tarnughont the Erg!ſh Plantations. * * | 

Frequent conſaltations werenow hadof thefe affairs in the' 
Atſembties ot that Councell and Company, and otherwiſe-4-: 
moneft thoſe who were moft diſtaſted with the'proceedings of 
he Court, and ſtood beſt atfcted ro Religion andLiberty ; 
which occationed that paſſionate ſpeech of K. James, ſwearing, 
The Virginia Cotnpany was a ſeminary for a ſeditiows Parliamvnt, 
which .cauſed a more cloſe and conſiderate proceeding” in 
thoſe affairs. Bac.cthe meetings'authorized by ſeveral Patents 
granted under the great Seal did exclude or divert the Prero- 
gative-deſtruCtive intruſion; whilſta number of great Lords 
and ſome others remained ſedulous and united towards the 
right ends declared. FL | 

And by this time itappeared palpably that encouragements 
were givcn on all hands to diſturb and interrupt the regu- 
lar and forward proceedings of the Company , and the care 
and circumſpeftion of the Councell in like manner made 
burdenſome and prejudiciall to many worthy perſons in 
particular. When alſo ina firſt place the Plantation of New 
Enyland, though ac firſt under the patent and limitation of 
Virgmia; was aftcr much diſpute _ proſecution by Sir Far- 
dinand; Jorges then Governour of Plyymuth, and of the Court 
Party,by a new Patent under the ſpecious title of the Jeſter: 
Plantation divided fromthe firſt undertakinggand had greater 
complyance with the King and Court-intereſt, the more to 
divide the ſtrength, and weaken the power of the Councell 
and Company of V rginia,reliding in and about London. Which 
neverthelciſe the as of God hath made in theſe dayes to 
appear a bleing upon that undertaking, Other interruprti- 
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ons were from turbulcnt perſons , whoſe weakeſt pretenti» 
ons againſt the Company or eminent perſons therein con- 
cerned, were winged with powerfull recommendation fro 

Courtgbut not ſo con liderable yet,as to hinder the ſcduliry of 
thoſe worthy perſons and Parriots;who ſtil] conſulting the 
wayes and means for the wiſhed ends, and finding Sir Thins 
Sm.th involved with the Court and Spaniſh party , it was as 
ſoon ſuſpeCted that by his ſuper-intendence as Preſident and 
Governour, he had willingly omitted the care and vigilance 
which thould have forwarded and ſecured the ſupplies; the 
want whereof had diſtreſſed and diſcouraged the chief under- 
taking. Nor was there any ſuch account appea:ing, but 
that much money received was unaccounted for; but managed 
in ſuch an jntriczte or dcluſive way as could not well S 


charged on the Treaſurcr, nor direitly on any other reſpon? , 


ſable perſon. | 
At pravate meetings of the E. of Southampton, Sir Edwin San- 


S, Sir John Darvers, &c. ſeverall obſervations and propo- 
alls occaſioned this reſult,that nothing would ferye to re- 
deem the honour aud reputation of the deſign for Virginiaand 
real] account publiſhed, the betcer to diſcover former negli- 
gences or corruptions, and to beget a better care for the fu- 
ture. Andhereupon at a great and generall Bwarter-Court,. 
Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Fohn Danvers, Mr. F.IVroth, Mr. Abbots, 
afterwards Sir Maurice Abbots, and Mr. Al dey afterwards Alder- 
man,were five Auditors authorized to draw on all manner of 
accounts,for ſatisfa&tion of the world as wel as the Company. 
Againſtany good effeft by ſuch Audit mach endeavourant. 
backwardneſſe appeared in all kind of Accquntants, but moſt 
in Sir Thomas Smith's Creatures or dependents; whereby great 
ditficulty, or at leaſt dilatorinefſe was found , which Sir M. 
Abbots, and Alderman Abdey took for occaſion to tell the reſt, 


re-adyance the proſperity thereof , ſo muchas anentireand 


that they being Merchants,their neceſſary buſineſſe would nor. 


afford them time for a work of ſuch unhopetull an iſſue , A. 
reaſon of the various. intricacies of Accounts , and of ſu 

uncertain voyages as thoſe for Plantations. They deſiring 
and forcing to be excuſcd, left the _ carc and pains to 


Sir 


\ © | 
Sir F. Sandys, Sir fohn Danvers, and Mr. Wr:th, who finding a 
multiplication cfdifficulticsand interruptions from day to 
day, wereforced after two or three moneths tinte; firſt, to 
ſuppolitate a new anddiret mcthod tor accounting for the 
turure, which in a book of Account expoſed weekly at every 
Court on the Table, might the better ſatisfie; whilſt a larger 
time was taken to rakeup the more ancient obſtrution or 
concealment. In which purſuit Sir E. Sandys, Sir F. Dameers, 
and moſt times Mr. F. IWruth were together five dayes of the 
week,from between nine and ten ofthe clock in the morning, 
till five or ſix in the evening, for the ſpace ofnine moneths ; 
not without an 4” poſlibility of gaining in a very 
conſiderable ſum, to be charged on Sir Th. Smith, as was ge- 
perally belceved. | 

Mean while much induſtry was uſed by Bed-chamber-men, 
and other ſuper-intgendent great perſons to beget adifreliſh in 
K. James againſt the proceedings of the Virginia Company,up- 
on the ſcore that he was to uphold Sir Thomas Smith's honour 
and reputation, ſo prevalcnt in Companics,and amongſt the 
moſt wealthy Citizens, to procure him loans for ſu plying 
his moſt neceſſary *occaſions : which by meanes of Sir Fohr 
Danvers familiar correſpondence with ſome of the Ped-cham - 
ber, thar did ſerveP. Henry, was prevented, by inculcating 
the conſideration of palpable injuſtice, in obſtrufting the 
power granted to the Company : as others in like manner 
were carefull, whereby the bulineſſe of Virginia forced ( as it 
were) a paſſage through oppotition, both forain and dome- 
ſtick; for the Spariſh Ambaſſador ( whofe power was great in 
the Court Connfells) was very ſedulons, and ſpared no 
money to hinder the ſame. 

The good hope of this Plantation bringing on the ancienc 
Adventurers, and their moneys, encouragedalſo the proſe- 
cution and attaining the grant of a Lottery over all Enp- 
land, which ſeconded with reſpcQive private Letters to he 
generous and well affeAted perſons in every County, cauſed 
great ſums of —_ be brought in, and imployed for the 
Plancation, which brought on the caſting out Sir Tho. Smith, 
and eſtabliſhing Sir Ed. Sendys Treafarer and Governour of 


the 
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the Company, by whoſe great care andabilities Virginia's iu- 
creaſe and plenty ſeemed a very hopeful addition to the dom - 


\ Rion of England. 


Mcan-whiles the care and circumſpettion of the now Co- 
vernour drew a!l ſorts of experienced perſons of other Nati- 
ons as Mincrall men trom Germany, Vignerons trom France, 
©. to preſcnt themſelves, who were in numbers cntertai- 
ned to afliſt the induſtry of the Planters , which wich many 
other concurrent circumſtances of encouragement appeared in 
one ycars time advantagious to the deſign beyond cxpeCtati- 
od, as by Sir E. Sandys account of his Tranſaftions was made 
manifeſt unto hundreds of Lords and Gentlenien aſkmbled at 
thcir Quarter Court in Eaſter term, the time for the new e- 
leftion of the Treaſurer or Governour. At which time 
when the Court prepared to makeanew cleftion , moſt in- 
tending to choole Sir Edwin Sandys for another year, Mr. Re- 
bert Kirkham one of the Clerks of the Signet, with Mr. Alder- 
man Hammerſley, preſented themſelves as Meſſengers from K. 
Fames,congratulating the hopetull progrefle of the Virginia 
Plancation, but withall proteſſing. his Majeſties | gow care, 
where ſo many of his ſubjc&s were concerned. And therefore 
the Countrey being ſo remote, and wherein the greateſt 
Merchants might be moſt knowing through their experience 
and intereſt, his — recommended tix perſons , whereof 
he expeRted one ſhould be that day choſen their Governour ; 
which ſtruck a ſilence into the whole Court for a time , bur 
in conc]uljon declared (as beleeved ) by Ill. E. of Pembrooke, 
Henry E. of Southampton, and others, to bee againſt the Com- 
panies juſt freedome of eleftion granted by Letters Patents , 
and cauſed by ſome miſ-information given the King, whereof 
they would ſpeak with him. In the mean timic an order was 
entred for continuance of that Quarter Court on a day the 
weck after. 

The ſame Court again aſſembled, and thoſe Lords delired 
a preparatve meeting of the Councell tor Virginia, where 
it was freely recounted, how K. James remained obſtinatcly 
excepting againſt the perſon of Sir Edwin Sandys , declaring 


him his greateſt enemy, and that hee could hardly think well 
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of whomſoever was his friend,and all this in a furious paſſion 


returning no other anſwer,but Chooſe the Devill, if you will, but 


71t Sir Edwin Sandys. | 

Hereupon the generality of the Company being in the 
height ot diſcontent, and the Lords and others of the more 
timorous nature in trouble how to proceed in the preſence 
ofa very conliderable Atſembly in a cauſe fo Jately raiſtd to 
ſuch expeation,which now they could not but account loſt 
by this diſcouragement, Sir 7ohn Danvers entreated ſome pri- 
vate conference with the E. of Southampton, a moſt cordiall 
ſtickler for this Plantation, and asked, whether his Lordſhip 
would be pleaſed ro own the place, it the Company choſe 
him Treaſurer; whilſt they ſhould not fail by all means to 
free him from the pains and trouble by nominating ſuch a 
Deputy as would plcaſe his Lordſhip and the whole Compa- 
ny, in proſecuting {t1] rhoſe wayes which might give ſatis- 
faftion and encouragement to the undertakers. That moſt 
Noble Lords anſwer was, I know the King will be angry at 
it, but ſo the expeftation ofthis pious and glorious work 
may beencouraged, let them doe with me what they pleaſe. 
And accordingly.the councel & Company in a fair way choſe 
the Earle Treaturer , and Sir E. CIY which ſuch 
other cou-incident othcers for Dropagating t 
as was generally acceptable and applauded by all good men. 

The publick afſcrting of thoſe rights and immunities gran- 
ted under the great Seal of Eng/and, much raiſed the ſpirits, 
and increaſed the numbers of thoſe that made preparation for 


this Plantation; tor wichin the following yecr there were a- - 


bove fifty Patents granced under the Seal of the Company to 
feyerall perſons, who were to have land: ſet out and atotted 
unto them, proportionable to the numbe:'s of people they 
engaged to tranſplant trom Enplznd; the Jeaſt number ſo co1;- 
trafted for in any one Patent wasa hundred,ſome 5 hundred, 
ſome a thouſand, and divers in greater proportions,and tlieſe 
patcntees weir not the meanelt in honor,vertue and pgodlineſ<. 
And now was likewiſe ſo great a complyance in this pions 
work, an. moneys came in fa plentifully from the Lottery, 
aud by payment of Arrears upon.tormcr ubler IPLON?, as ſee 
nie 


1e work intended, 
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medalmoſt to promiſeas well as to invite a great of the - 
Nation to withdraw themſelves from an oppr unto & £0 
more free government eftabliſhing in Virginia , a great | 

| ſtore of ſhipping was engagcd andeven in readinefle; when in 
the conclution of a broken Parliament by K. James, both the 
E. of Southampton and Sir Edwin Sandys were committed cloſe 
Priſoners, upon private aſſumed ſuggeſtions , which ſtruck 
ſome terrour into moſt undertakers for Virginia. Nor did the 
ſhipping and Paſſengers know which way to derive thoſe Or» 
ders, Warrants, and Allowances which were many ways ne- 
ceffary and pertinent for ſetting forward of their voyages. The 
complaints and apprehcnfions thereupon coming to the place 
where the Courts and Regiſtries were kept. (the houſe of 
Mr. Furrars Merchant in St.Syths-lane.Londen.)much bewailing 
and conſultation was there had. Where after conſideration of 
the power granted to the Company two Farrars Brothers 
by their diſcretion and affe&ion aſſiſting much herein ) it was 
reſolved, That the Company might and ſhould procced,as if 
their Governour and Deputy were hindred by lickneſſe, or 
other dliverijon, and finding the whole proceeding like to be 
more advantaged it Sir 7.hn Danvers would ſhew himſelfe to 
keep and governe the Courts, a number went with Mr. Ni 
chol.s Farrar home to his houſe, imploring his afſiſance,which 
(thongh knowing, as my Lord of Southampton ſaid the King 
would not be pleaſed therewithJhe readily undertook, to the 
great ſatisfa&tion of many the Adventurers and Planters. In 
which time of his tranſation, which was about a moneth or 
three weeks, there were fraighted and went out from London 
25 ſail of conſiderable ſhipping and numbers of Paſſengers for ' 
Virginia, belides others about the ſame time from the IVeftern 
orts. 4 
; The E. of Seuthampton, and Sir Ed. Sandhs were by chis tire 
releaſed, and nothing appearing againſt them , rejoiced the 
more, to find the diſpatch of the ſhipping, Rc. ſo wcll over. 
And though by a contrived ſudden complaint in Parhament , 
againſt the Lotterics for Virginiazas pernigious to the countries 
where they were introduced , wich ſcconding informations 


ſuggeſted; the Lotteries were vored down , and the gratcft 
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ficeam for ſupplies ofmoney now ſtopt, yet conſultation and 
endezyours gave new hope of benefit other ways, which more 
then probably might ſti]] advance the Plantation , wherein 
many parties had their aims and expettatton. 

Whilſt theſe forcmentioned paſlages were in hand, the 
Court and Spaniſh faftion failed not to give aſſiſtmmce and cn- 
couragemcnt toall thoſe ( and they were very many ) that 
ſtrained by any way or means to divert or interrupt the at- 
fires under the care of this Councell and Company. Which 


- drew on their coniideration for the diſplacing of Sir Thomas 


Smith,and conſtituting of Sir Edwin Sandys Governour of the 
Bermud.xs or Summer-Tlands a ,and Plantation, which 
was an appendant of Virginia , the labour and _ of both 
being the ſame, and by the members thought fit to be truſted 
in one way,and in hands and counſells beſt approved. Sir Eg. 
Sandys ſetling in that government, was incountred with much 
information of nepled& or infidelity committed therein, by 
Sir Thomas Smith , the I{hnd wholly wanting ammunition 
to maintain it againſt an enemy: which the place being of that 
importance, ſeemed much to ſtartle the undertakers,the moſt 
whereot were the principall Earls, Lords, and Gentlemen of 
beſt thoughts and affe&tion in the Virginia —_— who as 
they were particularly intereſſcd by purchaſe, ſo had they a 
ſpeciall care of the Caſtles, Fortreſſes and harbour there,capa- 
ble to preſerve and maintain a Fleet of ſhips , fit to ſuccour 
and prote& Virginia , and other American Plantations in ex- 
—_ to be added thercunto .. from the amplitude of a 

ater Patent for comprehending a number of other Itlnds as 
well as the Bermds , within the limitation of the Virginia 
Plantation. 

And now it was advertiſed from the E. of Semerſet,the then 
Favourite and Favourer of the Enplſh r'ghts, that he under- 
ſtood by confident intelligence, that the Spaniardrh-d a delign 
about a ccrtain eime of that yecr to attempr the ſeizing of that 
liland, becauſe it was wholly unprovided of powder and am- 
Munition, & apprehended as at this time without vilible poſ- 
ſibility of preſent ſupplies But it plcaſed God through the 
negleftiveway of Sir Tho. Smith the government of the Iſland 
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was diſpoſed into the hands of one Myre > who upon fight of 
two Spaniſh Veſlells of good burden approaching towards the 
chicf Caſtleat the entrance of the Pore, got powder and (hor 
for the charging only of two peeces of Artillery,which level- 
lcd and di{charged neer at once upon thoſe ſhips. The Com- 
mander thinking himſelf bees becauſe he was aſſured hee 
ſhould find no manner of ammunition,weighs anchor.,and ſets 
ſail away from thence,as the firſt return of ſhipping trom the 
Bermudas made clcer unto the Company, &c. 

This happy eſcape aggravating the omiſſion or corruption 
of Sir Tho. Smith, ſeemed to revive and give anew vigour to 
the Partners in this Plantation , and there being nothing of 
more ſpeedy advantage on theplace for return to the owners 
and adventurers then the planting and tranſporting of To- 
bacco (whilſt it might be imported, as from Virginia for 5 per 
cent. for their cuſtome) great ſtore thereof was made and pre-. 
paring, when upon ſome tender ofa large rent for the ſole 
{ale of Tobacco, an order of the Councell Borddid impoſe 
payment of the higheſt cuſtome, as to thirty or forty in the 
hundred upon the Bermds Tobacco , proportionably with 
all other, notwithſtanding the exemption within their Pa- 
tent: which, with other things, much intrenching upon the 
rights and privilgdges of the Adventurers, gave occation ofa. 
through conſult&ion of the Earls, Lords, Gentlemen and 
\!crchants concerned, and in concluſion cauſed an addreſle of 
themſclves perſonally, deliring audience of K. Famer, which 
being attained,and proſecuted by the ſociety of the Farles of 
Pembrooke, Southampton, and others, the Lord Cavendiſh being 
appointed to expreſſe the nature of complaint and appeale to 
tne King,his Lordſhip had no ſooner entred into the matter , 
bur that his Majeſty began to {hkew much diſcontent,and with 
much adoe was drawn to any patience,which gave much dif- 
couragemient m the caſe,and prevented the declaring of the 
mott juſt cauſe of impertunity appointed to my Lord Caren- 
diſs; when Sir Jobm Dameers fell on his knee, and beſought the 
-_ to hear him;as the tirſt time hee ever had the honour to 
ſpeak unto his Majeſty in a ſerious bulineſſe:and having leave, 


he ſtoutly inculcated that point of juſtice,which could not be 
denyed) 
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denycd, at which the King flang m_ greater paſſion ; in- 
ſomuch that the Prince who is now King, drew Sir F.Darnvers 
alide,as in favor to himdeſiring he would urge the King no 
furcher,and undertcok to ſpeak with Sir F. Danvers, and ac- 
cordingly to move the King at ſome other time, which was 
ps ; 

unperformedahough more then once deiwed by Sir F.Danrers. 
According to which courſe or vogue of State, ſome Lords 
and others, though. Members of the ſame Company-, took up 
ſpecioullythe corrupt intereſt of thoſe that hed been formerly 
conſtituted and imployedin places & affairs of truſt belonging 
to theſe Plantations,as ſome of the former Governours ſent 
in time of Sir Thomas Smiths Government, either to Virginia or 
the Bermuds,&c.who being concurrently obnoxious in point 
of Account,Wwere as firmly ſupported by him and his friends, 
with the Spanniolized faftion ofthe Councell Bord, and the 
Kings Bed-chamber.\Which proceedings excited the better and 
mere conſtant faithtull party to the more carefull and labo- 
rious perſeverance,when the proſpering of the undertaking 
rowards ſo great an addition of Dominion, was from time to 
rime interrupted, as about this time by Queres go the number 
of two or three and thirty from the Councell Bord, by the 
Kings ſpecial] appointment, pretending great care that ſich 
numbers of his {ubje{ts gone to the Plantations, might bee 
circumſtantially provided tor in their laws, freedomes, &c. 
Thele Oueres ſent on the Saturday were to bee ſatisfied the 
Tueſday tollowing - at ſitting of the Councell in the after- 
noon. The Lord Greend(ſh, Sir Edwin Sanchs,Sir Fohn Danvers 
and Mr. Nichsl.« Farrar meeting by appointment of the Com- 
pany, with power to coniider and preſent what they ſhould 
hind pertinent therein,found a hard tacke toanſwer ſo many 
particulars in ſo ſhort time. Yet tinding that the truths couch- 
ed or exemplitied in the Leiger-books of the Company would 
ſatisfe the ©ueres and objceftions thereupon, Mr. Farrar deſired 
the bulineiſc and ſearch might be divided inco 4 parts, where- 
in hee would take that of greateſt Jabour:which was conclu- 
ded by the other three,ald accordingly brought together the 
Tueſday morning,and preſented to the Cuuncell Bord in the 
atcernoon, and gave the Lords a moſt unexpeſtel ſatisfa&ion, 
as 
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as wes confeſſed. When by way of congratuſation it was propoſed, 
that now there was ſo great numbers and Trade like to follow in 
that Plantation,ſome care might be taken for their ſafety by ſpe- 
cial fortifications,% an account thereof made to the King. Where- 
upon it was ordered at the Bord, that William Earl of F-mbrooke, 
Seouthampt;nand other Lords of the Councell and Company for 
Virginia, ſhould make enquiry and acquaint his Majelty of whac 
was, and would be done in that point, for preſervation of the 
lives of his ſubjefts againſt enemics, either Natives of Virginia, or 
others, ſince hee had vowed;that it he had not ſatisfaRtion therein, 
he would think himfelfbound to take the whole government and 
the appointing of Governours into his own hands. Which occaſi- 
oned the calling together ofa Councell for Virginia of all that 
were neer,who as they clcerly ſaw the deſperate malignity of the 
Secret-Court-Spaniſh party, ſo often appearing in. perſecution of 
this Plantation; ſo had they a great apprehenſion the King could 
not be eaſily ſatisfied,lince the Companies treaſure was exhauſted, 
and there was little hopes of more contribution or Adventurers, 
whilſt they lay under ſuch diſcouragement. Sir Fohn Danvers re- 
membring ſome notion of hope, and looking over the books of 
Letters from Virginia, hee obſerved that throughour the year paſt 
there was never lefſe then 17 ſaile of ſhipping in James River, the 
heart of the Plantation,inferring, that if the Kings fairer comply- 
ance ſhould keep the Company in the ſame encouragement , the 
ſtrength of ſo many floting Forts in that flat ſcituation,would be 
equivalent to, it not exceeding any poſlible ſpeedy fortification; 
which the FE.'of Pembrooke,&c. conceived fully ſufficient to ſatisfie 
the King,if he had not an inveterate diſaffe&tion to the work:and 
this proved an anſwer appearingly well received by the King. 

Now had the Company a little leaſure from the ſtormes or in- 
quilition of the Councell Bord , whilſt nevertheleſſeparticular 
perſons ofall ranks , and divers under the countenance of thoſe 
diſaffefted Lords & others,werefaln from the true ſenſe and juſtice 
of the work chiefly intended.But it was not long before Sir Lionel 
Cranfield, preſently after E. of Middleſex, abour the time of his ap= 
proaching to be L..Treaſurer,ſeemed ſeriouſly to renue his former 
profeſſed contemplation of,& affeftion to the work of this Plan- 
ration,with many reaſons and inſtances of his well-wiſhing, _ 
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at laft made this ſpectous overture.It isa misfortune(ſaies —__ 
To be avoided,that whilſt the Plantarions in their preſent infancy 
have their whole ſubſiſtence by the trade of cobacco,the Kings ne- 
ceſſiries caſting him upon all,and any ways for advancement of his 
revenue, a tender is made of niore then 20000. /. per annum,for the 
whole importing and fale thereof,and when the Virginia or Sum- 
mer-I(lands Company offer to plead their freedom in the caſe,the 
Lawyers ſay,it isa poiſonous drug which the King might juſtifie 
to baniſh or burn,and not to be accounted as a ſtaple or nationall 
commodity , in which caſe it was in the Kings power to doe his 
pleaſure in any ſort concerning the ſame; But to comply for the 
advantage of the Plantation, © the Company might,and ſhould it 
they pleaſed,have the ſole importation to them and in their man- 
naging,for 20000./.per ann. And to make his zeale and care appeare 
for the proſperity of this great and pious work,he wauld put the 
Company into a i tn 200000. |. more ſhould bee gained 
over andabove the Rent, ro recompenſe their want of ſupplies 
by the Lottery , or by the freedome of their owne Tobacco 
from the aetned height of cuſtome. And further declares,thar 
their providing for the Kings intereſt in ſo fixed a rent, would 
nbc king every way capable and afliftant to all their future en- 
deayours; which by ſome collaterall means bending a great part 
of the moſt diligent adventurers of the Company to comply with 
this Propofition(ſome conceiving they ſhould hind a better glyde 
in the bulineſſe,others to have ſome advantagious imployment in 
the managing of the Tobacco farnie,and theſe conſiderations by 
way of reſult promoted by ſeverall ſtirring ſpirits on Middleſex 
his grounds) the contra& ſeemed concluded, and the managing 
parts defigned to ſpecial perſons. When afſoon almoſt it was ap= 
parent that nothing of good was intended towards the Compa- 
ny,for now many baſe & falſe ſuggeſtions were raiſed againſt the 
E.of Seuthampt. Sir E.Sandys,and others,not a little aggravating in 
the minds of _ ingenuous perſons, who had no beleef in fach 
looſening of legal intereſt by Patent,the juſt ground of the whole 
andertaking, which with many lurking and diſtributed inventi- 
ons diverted and broke the contra, whilſt the ſubtilty of Cran- 
field advanced the ſame farm with avowed negle& of the Company 
and perſons adhering thereunto, And when the greateſt _ 
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bance on this and other occaſions had wrought the members of 
this Company into eminent diſtraſtion , a Commillion and In- 
ſtcuQions by way of inquiſition were iſſued with power to Judg 
Fnes, Sir Henry Spiller, &c.to examine the proceedings of the Vr- 
ginia and Sommer-lilands Company, as eſpecially of the E.of Sou- 
thampton,and Sir E.Sandys,which howſoever ftritly and ſtrangely 
carried | as when a Noble perſon asked the Judge, how he thar 
was ſworn to the laws, durſt own proceedings in that nature,his 
anſwer was openly,There was one law of the landybut another law of the 
Kings Conimiſſions | yet many days and weeks of the inquiiition or 
perſecution diſtovered no unworthineſle' againſt them , or.any 
other of their conſorts. Afﬀer this the Councell , Company , 
Adventurers and Planters for Virginia , conceiving, thcir eſtate 
and condition grown more hopetull , having paſt throngh the 
fire of ſuch ſeverall rigorous inquiſitions , and the undertakers 
having farre engaged therein, a great riſe of confidence and 
aſſurance appeared generally, as a renewing/incouragement. But 
their ſedulity and fervency was ſuddenly quaſht by a Quo Worrar + 
to brought in the Kings Bench againſt their Patent. And notwirh- 
ſtanding it was more then preſumed by ſome;that the moſt right- 
full conteſt or waging in a legal way would be fruitleſle, yer the 
Company by vote and order thereupon entertained counſell of 
the beſt Lawyers they could get, 2nd reſolvedto ſpend the remai- 
ning part of their ſtock and caſh toplead their cauſe to a due iſſue; 
when alſo ſome good number of unknown perſons ſent in mony, 
Plate,and jewels,to animate and aſſiit ſo juſta defence as this Com- 
panies right and intereſt, whilſt many could not but conceiveand 
fear the example might be moſt pernicious in other cafes. Yet ne- 
vertheleſs before the end of the (ame term a judgment was declared 


. by the Lord Chief Juſtice Ley againſt the Company and their 


Charter,only upon a failer, or miſtake in pleading. Which de- 
ſtroyed the hopes of all that look in 2 juſt & righteous way rto- 
wards that piousand publick work of Plantations. What was at- 
ter proſecuted by force ot the Kings Commiſhons may _= by 
others, who have thought fit co embrace hope under ſuch conſti- 


tutions. 
Through the calamity of the forementioned ſentence, very ma- 


ny honeſt and worthy perſonsdeclining aft under the Kings 
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emmiſſs-laws,ſurcaſed from their exemplary induſtry towards 
Plantations; only the Company of Bermuds dependent and deri- 
vcd by particular purchaſe, and for valuable conlideration from 
the Virginia Company ,. with contirmation by ſpeciall Charter 
under the great Seal, your ed in greater hope and confidence by 
reaſon their chief undertakers were Earls, Lords, and others of 
quality,but moſt of them failing in ſhort time,either by — 
ance or neple&;the care of this Plantation fel) into the hands of 
ſome Membe rs of the Company , leſfle conſiderable, as to Court- 
intereſt and qualification , not without diſcouragement in the 
generall;which was the more diſperſcd by divers ſuggeſtions , as 
that thoſe Iſlands had been declined or forſaken by the Spaniards, 
becauſe they had found the place ro bee only a fhell or ſhoale of 
rocks,that had contra&ed a ſmall thicknefle ot earth by the fal- 
ling of leaves from the trees, and hearbs growing up be- 
tween the rocks;which a ſhort time would wear out,and quickly 
diſcover the folly of thoſe that pretended to plant upon that ſoil; 
and that if any further thought ſhould be to fortifie thereon”, or 
have ſhipping there, in probability to offend or interrupt the 
Spaniards intereſt or trading in thoſe parts, their power in the 
IV: fi-Indies,would be ſure to ruin all that the Engliſh had effefted 
by whatſoever charge of any particular Company,unleſs the King 
would undertake to back them with his power , whercunto hee 
ſeemed utterly averſe. Nevertheleſſe,by the inceſſant good in- 
deavours of ſome few worthy Patriots,ſfeaſonably aſſiſted by Sir 
Fobs Dancers, and others,upholding and encouraging them from 
time to time,a competent number of the owners of ſeverall ſhares 
of land, ſtill remained well affeted to maintain the Companies 
and every mans juſt intereſt. Who by choofing perſons of emi- 
nency to bear the name of Governours of their Company , that 
were willing to appear tor their ſupport, and by driving an an- 
nuall ſmall trade of Toubacco,&c.held on the regular government 
of the Company here, andat the I(lands,through various inter- 
ruption,in hope of ſuch fairer times a« might ford opportunity 
for higheſt thoughts of advantage 10 the undertakers, in which 
caſe though almoſt languiſhing they may not deſpair of ſome 
good ifſue of their beſt dehree. 
It may not be unfit in th13s place to call to mind ſome ſpeciall 
attg 
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afts of Sir John Danvers, wherein he took opportunity faithfully 
and kindly to ſerve his worthy friends. One whereof was this, 
That ſhortly after the judgment againſt the VirginiaCompany,one 
Mr. Collingwood came unto him, recounting his acknowledgement 
of great, obligations for recommending him to the place of Secre- 
tary to the Virginia Company,which was growing every.day more 
valuable,in caſe it had been happily continued : andat the ſame 
time acquainted him,that three Merchant men, one after another 
MA been with himat his houſe, commending his parts and abili- | 
ties for imployment,and much pittying his caſe to benow deſti- 
tute of means for the maintenance othim and his family,but con- 
cluding in a ſubeil & ſoothing way that as he might perceive the 
Kings diſpleaſure againſt the E. of Southampton, and Sir E. Sandys, 
ſo would hegain imployment and great benefit to himſelffor all 
the days of his life,by ſaying or diſcovering ought of cheir tranſ- 
attions,or otherwiſe, that ſnould bring any ill refletion upon 
their perſqns. When his anſwer was, That he knew nothing bur 
honor and juſtice in their ways, nor upon any terms would bee 
drawn to ſuch unthankfulneſſe, as to offer the leaſt matter againſt 
them. Ie is true(faid hafthey mentioned nothing relating to your 
ſclt{which he thought was forborn in regard of the particular re- 
lation and obligation he had to him.) Nor eould Mr. Collingwood 
think it poſſible openly to dete& and convince thoſe Merchants 
of this wickedneſs, becauſe they came lingly unto him,and by the 
ſame knavery would deny their attempts, but that this only was 
to be taken as a caution agaivſt ſuch kind of baſe in{inuation. 
Sir Fobn Damvers asking further,where there wasany of relation to 
thoſe affairs that might be tempred to ſich villany: he anſivered, 
there was an indigent perſon,whom he had made uſe of to write. 
and makeentries for his aſſiſtance, whoſe hand-writing and intel - 
ligent apprehenſion had cauſed him to be ſent for divers times ro 
Southampton houſe, and imployed in diftates by that Earl and Sir 
E4. Sandys, and he being of unſeled or looſe lite, might poſſib] 
be drawn to ſeryethe turns of Malevolents,&c.Sir 7.Danvers too 
ſpeedy courſe to, ingage him fora long time,moſt whiles Jockt up 
in a Chamber,til hc had fairly copyed the Leiger Court books of. 
all the main rranſaftions of the Company for Virginia,according- 


ly atteſted for true copies, and then encouraging him into the 
| GC 3 countrey 
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countrey to ſee his friends, giving him a part of reward for his 
pains ,& —__ him to come to him agatn for the remainder,by 
which means he kept him wholly out of the way,and from temp- 
tation. And afſoon after as he could ſpeak with ny Lord of Soy- 
thampton, carryed him the ſaid authenticall copies , declaring the 
information of Coingwocd , and that having ſometimes heagd of 4 
great governing court Lady,whojwas defirous to — a femal 
Heir that had married a young Gentleman,zas to make her rather a 
wife to a creature or attendant of her owne, and after working 
ſomewhat in diverting their affetions each from other , a legal! 
proſecution was had to diſprove the marriage, which notwith- 
ſtanding was affirmed by all ſorts of circumſtance & witneſſes, yer 
by corrupting a Regiſter,who in his Encries put a negative for an 
affirnuative,He that was Judge of the cauſe ſecundum allegata & pro- 


bata expreſſed on the Regiſtry, declared anullity of the former 


marriage,whereby the heir was remarried to a ſecond perfon. This 
faid Sir John Darvers gave him to conſider, how the malice againſt 
the Earl,&c.failing inall other inventions,might poſſibly in like 
manner corrupt the records of the Virginia Company , getting 
them, as they did not long after into their cuſtody and power. 
Wherefore he preſented his ayes rs thoſe true copies to be 
alwaies ready tor juſtification. The Earl was ſo affe&ed therewith 
that he took Sir F.Damers into his arms with very great thank- 
fulneſſe,ſaying, Who could have thought of ſuch a friendſhip but 
Charles Danvers his brother, who was the trueſt friend that ever 
man had?and thereupon calling his kinſman Mr. Wriothſtey chiefly 
entruſted by him, declared the whole diſcourſe,and in conclufion 
faid,Let thoſe books bee carryed, and ſafely kept at my houſe ar 
Tichfield, they are the evidence of my honour , andI value them 
more then the evidence of my lands. 

Sir F. Daneers ſtil applying hisgreateſt care and intereſt for the 
advantage of his friends; fmding Mr. Wil. Garr in ſome degree of 
honour with the King,after his kinſman the E.of Somerſet was ſer 
afide, and falling into diſcourſe with him concerning the great 
worth and parts of Sir Edwin Sandys, whoſe kinſwoman hee had 
married,and therefore might be preſumed the more ready to ſerve 
him;Sir f. Darwers = him in mind of the Kings great dif{pleaſure 


2eainſt that Noble 


time 


ight, and defired himar ſome ſeaſonable , 
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timeto enquire ofthe King, what might bee the ground of his 
diſtaſt and hatred againſt him:to whom the King gave this anſwer, 
that he knew Sir £4. Sandys to be a man of exorbitant Ambition, 
upon the eſteem he had of his own abilities, and rhat becauſe by 
his inceſſant importunity he could not prevail to be made Secre- 

of State he had uſed his urmoſt endeavour to croſs the Kings 
deflinacknn both generall and particular; and this —_— 
the King ſaid, he could not think well of any that would 
hold friendſhip with ' him. Mr. Gr communicating this to 
Sir f. Danvers, he told him, there was but one tryall more 
to be made, thar ſince poſlibly , according to the uſuall ſtra- 
tagems praiſed in Court, ſome might have unſeaſonably im< 
portuned the King in his bebalf,and under the pretence of friend- 


ſhip by, reat prejudice in incenfing the Kings hatred 
im, 


inſth would be pleaſed to venture ſo far,as to preſſe the 
ing to know who they were that ſollicited his Majeſty for him, 


- without his concurrence in a buſinefſe that had brought ſo muck 


of his diſpleaſure upon him. Which Mr. Gzrr as nobly undertook, 
when the King was fain to take on him the whole matter and cir- 
cumſtance,ſaying,Sanys was too crafty to put his own ambitious 
delign into any other hand,or move it otherwiſe then by his own 
mouth, from whom he had received ſuch encroaching importu- 
nitiesas had utterly deſtroyed any intereſt hee might ever expe& 
in his goad opinion : and ſo the King fell offin ſo greatafury, 
and with ſuch imprecations from Mr.Carr, that hee meeting wich 
Sir F. Daxvers bewailed the caſe with a very great doubrtulnefle 
what to think,moving queſtions about the integrity of Sir Ew. 
Sandys,which had been ſo much declared and beleeved. and fo Sir 
F. Danvers and Mr. Carr parted,much wondring at this. 

Not long after the Court being removed to Greenwich,Sir Edw. 
Sandys having ſome buſineſſe with my Lord Privy-Seale, repaired 
thither, and being eſpyed by Sir f Danvers neer to the Privy=-, 
chamber, who went to ſalute him, he demzanded what room thar 
was ſo full of company,and Sir F.Damers telling him ic was the 
Kings Privy-chamber,where many ſtaid to ſee the Kingat dinner, 


- he ſaid he would fain ſee the King too, ſoas the King might not 


ſec him, becauſe (as he ſaid) he had underſtood by bis beſt friends, 
the Kings impatience would wrong him {bou}d hee come neer 
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him. Whereupon Sir John Danvers told him he would warrant to 
ſtand ſo before him in the throng that he might have full view 
of the King without being diſcovered by him ; 'which was accor- 
dingly pertormed for about a quarter ot an hour, and ſo both re- 
tired our of that room. Andafterwards Sir Edwin Sandys wondring 
that the King was ſo much altered in body and countenance ſince 


he had ſeen him laſt, which was when he came firſt out of Scotland, - 


where he was with hini.Is it poſlible,ſaid Sir John Darvers,(think- 
ing of the paſſage Mr. Carr had told —_ that you having been ſo 
much in Parliament, and about London,ſhould never have ſeen the 
King in ſo longa time? it ſeems almoſt paſt beleef. Sir Edwin aſſu- 
redly affirmed it, adding that from ſome apprehen{ion given the 
King from his being in Scetland,when he had diſcourſe with him, 
but of nothing that might give any offence , he had been warned 
by entire friends, and had obſerved by many paſſages in his owne 
at 5p oy it would neither be fic nor ſafe for him to come in 

is ſight. The ſame day towards evening Sir Fohn Danvers meeting 
with Mr. Carr, told him of this encounter in matter and circum- 
ſtance,who lifting up his hands and eyes,ſfaid;Now God bleſſe all good 
men, for my Maſter is a very==s.A]] which endeavour with Mr. Carr's 
leave was made known to Sir Edwin,who doubtleſle madea right 
uſe of this diſcovery. 

Theſe inſtances,with others of like nature, too large to be re- 
membred here,confirm the obſervation of thoſe two worthy Gen. 
Mr. John and Nichol.s Farrars, the one a Merchant of known ho- 
ne ty,and the other eminent in all kind of learning, and true pie- 
ty, (who with their moſt vertuous Mother deſerve an honorable 
memory for their deſerts,by laying out a good _ of their plen- 
titull fortune in piouſly advancing the undertaking for the Virgi- 
ra and Bermud s Plantation). That the Earl of Southampton was a 
noble perſon, oftrue honour and impartiall juſtice. Sir Edwin 
Sandys,a man of great worth,learning,and knowledg,but Sir Fohr 
Darrvers of a (ingle entire heart,and firm in friend{hip. 


—_— 


POSTSCKRIPT. ; 
| Deſire my Couſen 17. weodnoth to offer this ſeaſonably according to the com - 
munication had thereof between us; and if in the mean time he can get to view 
- the Court-booxs of the Virginia Company,and the Orders of the Counce! Bord, 
he thal doc well to add the yeer of our Lord in the Margent at every main T ran(- 
ation. A.M. 
FINIS. 


UM! 


